
Legislative priorities and voter preferences are universally categorized into 20–22 core 
policy domains by political scientists, most notably through the Comparative 
Agendas Project (CAP) and the Manifesto Project. These frameworks track how 
voter demands evolve from historical concerns (like basic suffrage) to future-facing 
issues (like AI governance).  
 
The following categories encompass the priorities of past, present, and future 
electorates: 
 
1. The Universal Categories (Standard Framework) 
 
Political science organizes all legislative activity into these stable, universal "topic codes" 
that apply across different countries and eras. 

• Macroeconomics: Inflation, unemployment, taxes, budget deficits, and price controls. 

• Civil Rights & Liberties: Voting rights, free speech, minority protections, and privacy. 

• Health: Healthcare access, disease control (pandemics), prescription drug costs, and 

insurance. 

• Labor & Employment: Unions, worker safety, minimum wage, and parental leave. 

• Education: School funding, student loans, curriculum standards, and higher education 

access. 

• Environment & Energy: Climate change, pollution control, alternative energy, and 

fossil fuels. 

• Law, Crime & Family: Policing, criminal justice reform, drug policy, and family law 

(marriage/divorce). 

• Defense & International Affairs: Military spending, alliances (NATO, UN), foreign 

aid, and conflict intervention. 

• Housing & Community: Affordable housing, zoning, urban planning, and 

homelessness. 

• Government Operations: Corruption, transparency, civil service administration, and 

postal services. 

• Technology & Science: Space exploration, R&D funding, telecommunications, and AI 

regulation. 

• Immigration: Border security, visa policies, refugee integration, and citizenship rules.  

 
 
2. Evolution of Voter Priorities (Past, Present, Future) 
 
While the categories remain stable, the specific priorities within them shift drastically 
over time.  
 
Past Voters (19th–20th Century) 

• Core Priority: Enfranchisement & Basic Security.  

• Key Themes: 



o Suffrage: The fight for the right to vote itself (women's suffrage, civil rights 

movements). 

o Labor Rights: Establishing the weekend, child labor laws, and the right to 

unionize. 

o Nation Building: Post-colonial independence, establishing borders, and creating 

basic welfare states (social security systems). 

o Material Needs: "Bread and butter" issues like food security and basic housing 

during urbanization.  

Present Voters (Early 21st Century) 

• Core Priority: Economic Stability & Cultural Identity. 

• Key Themes: 

o Cost of Living: Inflation and purchasing power are currently the dominant global 

concern. 

o Identity & Culture: High polarization over "cultural" issues like LGBTQ+ 

rights, abortion, and religious freedom, often replacing purely economic class 

divides. 

o Immigration: Intense focus on border control vs. integration in both Europe and 

the Americas. 

o Distrust in Institutions: A shift toward "anti-establishment" preferences, 

prioritizing candidates who promise to disrupt the status quo.  

Future Voters (Gen Z & Emerging Electorates) 

• Core Priority: Existential Survival & Systemic Equity. 

• Key Themes: 

o Climate Adaptation: Moving beyond "stopping" climate change to surviving it 

(disaster relief, water scarcity, heat-resistant infrastructure). 

o Housing & Generational Wealth: Housing affordability is projected to be the 

single biggest economic driver for younger voters who feel locked out of asset 

ownership. 

o Digital Rights & AI: New categories around "cognitive liberty," data ownership, 

deepfake regulation, and the right to truth/information integrity. 

o Work-Life Rebalancing: A push for 4-day work weeks and "right to disconnect" 

laws as the nature of labor changes.  

3. How Voters Decide (The Decision Categories) 
Political scientists classify how voters prioritize these issues into three distinct types of 
reasoning: 

1. Retrospective Voting: "Am I better off now than I was 4 years ago?" Voters judge based 

on past performance (punishing incumbents for bad economies).  

2. Prospective Voting: "Who will handle the future better?" Voters prioritize the candidate 

with the best plans for upcoming challenges. 

3. Pocketbook vs. Sociotropic: 



o Pocketbook: Voting based on personal finances. 

o Sociotropic: Voting based on how the nation is doing as a whole (often a stronger 

predictor of election outcomes).  

Summary Table of Priorities 

Category Past Emphasis 
Present 

Emphasis 
Future Emphasis 

Economy 
Industrialization, 
Unions 

Inflation, Gig 
Economy 

UBI, Automation Wealth 

Rights Suffrage, Desegregation 
LGBTQ+, Gender 
Equality 

Digital Privacy, Neuro-
rights 

Environment Conservation (Parks) Carbon Emissions 
Climate 
Adaptation/Migration 

Defense 
Cold War, Nuclear 
Deterrence 

Terrorism, Trade 
Wars 

Cyberwarfare, Space 
Treaties 

Housing 
Slum Clearance, 
Suburbs 

Zoning, Rent 
Control 

Climate-Resilient Cities 

AI can make mistakes, so double-check responses  
 


